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Assembly be again dissolved in the case of an
affirmative answer? The case is not provided for
by the constitution, although it might easily arise.
The division of the constituencies is so arbitrary that
it not unfrequently happens that the opinions of the
majority .of the deputies do not reflect the opinions
of the majority of the electors.

3. Should 50,000 citizens sign a demand for a total
revision, the procedure is the same as in the pre-
ceding case. The same preliminary question is put
to the electoral body, and if the majority decide for
a revision, the two councils are renewed to carry out
the popular wish. It is difficult to see why there
should be a preliminary referendum in this case. The
framers of the constitution probably considered that
when the partisans of a revision had recourse to such
an extreme measure as the popular initiative, it would
probably mean that all other methods of bringing
pressure to bear upon the Legislature had been tried
and failed, and that the Federal Assembly then in
existence would be openly hostile to any constitu-
tional change. The appeal to the people will show
whether the revision has their, support, and if the
answer be in the affirmative, it would be as well to
elect a new revising assembly. It is, however, theo-
retically possible that the Chambers might agree with
the demand of the 50,000 petitioners. In such a
case, a dissolution occurring as the result of an appeal
to the people would be useless, because the Federal
Assembly has the power to undertake a revision of
the constitution " at any time," on its own autho-
rity (Art. 85, sec. 14, and Art 118 of the Federal
Constitution.)